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Welcome to our Newsletter
Generation 2 Generation is proud to present its second newsletter. It focuses on remembering the tragic
effect of hate, through events such as Kristallnacht, Remembrance Day and Holocaust Memorial Day. G2G is
committed to supporting these events by re-telling the stories of hate and discrimination, ensuring that they
are not forgotten and thereby promoting tolerance and understanding. Please feel free to share the newsletter
and check that you have registered on our website to receive mailings from Generation 2 Generation.

Generation 2 Generation News
G2G Presents
G2G hosts monthly events at which
our speakers tell their family stories and
experts in the Holocaust and Human
Rights discuss issues of the day.
Thursday 3rd December at 7pm
Seymour Kelly will tell the story of
how his mother, Lushka Kelly (nee
Klapholz) survived the Holocaust as
a slave labourer.
Tuesday 15th December 6.30 pm
Mia Hasenson-Gross, Executive
Director of René Cassin, the Jewish
Human Rights organisation, will
speak about the work of René
Cassin.
January, date to be confirmed
"Passing the Baton: Holocaust
Survivors in Conversation with
Second and Third Generations".
For further details and booking
information please click here.

G2G launches virtual Wall of Memories
Generation 2 Generation is
proud to launch its virtual Wall
of Memories.
Families and friends of those
affected by the Holocaust and

Nazi persecution can dedicate a
digital plaque in their honour.
A candle on the plaque will
light up to commemorate their
yahrzeit (anniversary of their
death) or any other day their
patron or supporter selects on
which to remember them.
For those wishing to further
honour a deceased relative or
friend, there will be the option
to tell their history. This will
serve as powerful testimony
and be useful to help our
educational work.
The plaques and related
testimonies will be a permanent
feature on the G2G website.
For further information and an
application form please click
here.

Sign up to receive our news here www.generation2generation.org.uk

Generation 2 Generation News, continued

Speaker News

Recent Events

This year we have been overwhelmed with the response from
prospective presenters.
We have held:

Congratulations go to
Seymour Kelly and Gabriel
Stein who have just become
official G2G speakers and a
cheer for Debra Barnes, Maralyn

Turgel, Jeannette Marx, Avital
Mendelson, David Wirth, Francis
Morton, Tim Locke, Noreen Plen
and Sandra Miller who are

nearing the finish line. We have also grown to nine our team of
mentors who support our speakers on a one-to-one basis.

We plan to focus our recruitment on 3rd generation speakers.
If you know any grandchildren of survivors, then please ask them
to get in touch.

G2G takes part in Kristallnacht
and Armistice Day Commemorative
Events. G2G speakers were busy
speaking at a range of official
commemorative events, such as:
* Remembering Kristallnacht Brighton Progressive Synagogue,
Holocaust Survivors’ Centre and
Alyth Gardens Synagogue
* Armistice Day - Brighton University
We are now taking bookings for
Holocaust Memorial Day and Yom
Hashoah. If you are interested in
booking a speaker please apply here.

G2G Speaker in Print

Spotlight on the G2G Social Media
If you've been closely following G2G's progress you will
have noted our fantastic development in the Twittersphere.
This is down to the hard work of our committee member
Katie Palmer, who also leads our 3rd generation work, and
Katie Palmer
our highly talented volunteer Gaby Polin.
They launched our Twitter account early in 2020 and we
now have over 270 followers. We have even had retweets by
celebrities including Louisa Clein from Emmerdale who
featured in Rob Rinder's documentary "My family, the
Holocaust and me" and Michael Rosen, the famous
Gaby Polin
children's author.

One of our new
presenters, Debra
Bar nes, has just
published a novel that
is based on her
mother’s experience
during the Holocaust
when she was hidden
as a young child in
France. The book is called The Young
Survivors. You can read more here.

Training Opportunities for our Speakers
These are just a few of the
comments we have received
following our training sessions:

their own training session to
enhance their understanding of
the skills needed for that role.

“I realised that I have not spent
much time with second generationers and
it was helpful to listen and learn. Thank
you again for organising another
stimulating training session”.

For our trainee presenters the
topics covered ranged from basic
and advanced online
presentational skills to research
skills and advice on how to adapt
your talk to different audiences.

“This was a helpful session, worth
attending as we got the benefit of lots of
experience”.

Becoming a G2G speaker certainly doesn’t mean
working in isolation. In addition to a personal mentor, we
offer a range of training opportunities, now all online. In
the four months from May to September, we provided 16
sessions which were attended by a total of 37
participants. Indeed, our mentors themselves received
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Our session on Reflective
Practice – questioning why we decide
to become presenters – attracted 19
people and the discussion following the training was
heartfelt, open and supportive.

Zoom training: Adapting your presentation
for different audiences

A second round of workshops will take place in
November and December.

Remember, remember...
This November the many
important anniversaries have
felt more poignant. The 82nd
anniversary of Kristallnacht
saw Israel’s, Austria’s and
Germany’s presidents release
a joint clip calling on people
to fight antisemitism. “Eightytwo years since Kristallnacht,
and the dark shadows of the
past have not disappeared
from our streets" the presidents
said together.
The world has sadly seen
other genocides in those 82
years and we are currently
witnessing another unfold in
the Chinese treatment of the
Uyghers (see page 5).
We watched a sombre and
understated Remembrance
Day at the Cenotaph from
home as the UK and parts of
Europe are in a second
lockdown due to the Covid
19 pandemic ravaging the
world. We began the month
captivated by the highly
divisive US election and we
nervously await any fallout
over the weeks to come until
the inauguration of Joe

Biden.
In these troubled
times we’ve also seen a global
rise in nationalism, and
consequently antisemitism
which has left many of us
anxious and worried (page 6).
T he EHRC re por t on
antisemitism in the Labour
party was recently published
and has left no doubt that the
political party, once home of
liberalism and anti-racism,
has been found guilty of
institutional racism.
As we look towards UN
Genocide Prevention Day in
December and International
Holocaust Memorial Day in
January, now, more than ever,
G2G's role becomes vital. We
must "Be the Light" (HMDT
theme for 2020, see page 3)
and share the history of those
w h o we r e p e r s e c u t e d ,
tortured, and murdered by
the Nazis to ensure the full
history is passed on to future
generations and to protect
their memory from those
who seek to deny or minimise
the true nature of that horror.
Suzy Goodwin*

* Suzy Goodwin is editor of the Newsletter and a member of the Planning Committee.

Education Resources for HMD
To support teachers educating about the
Holocaust, we are pleased to announce new
educational resources, created by Dr Jaime
Ashworth. These resources will accompany each
presentation and help students put the survivor
story and the events in that specific region, into
the overall context of the Holocaust and World
War II.
Teachers and Holocaust education
providers will be able to access these resources
from our website from January 2021.

A miraculous Chanukia
This Chanukiah
belongs to Helen
Stone, one of our
founders,
a
committee member
and a speaker.
It
belonged to her
mother, Emmy Golding, née Kaufmann, and was
rescued on the day after Kristallnacht from the
ashes of the synagogue in her mother's village,
Kommern, in the Eifel area of Germany. Its
rescuer was an 11-year-old non-Jewish girl called
Maria Klee. She hid it under the mattress, kept it
safe and returned it to Emmy Golding in London
70 years later.
Details of
this story are
included in
H e l e n ' s
presentation.

G2G & Holocaust Memorial Day: Be the Light in the Darkness
Generation 2 Generation speakers
will be taking part in numerous
Holocaust Memorial Day events. This
year’s HMD theme, Be the Light in the
Darkness, is particularly close to the
hearts of G2G speakers.
It encourages everyone to reflect on
the depths to which humanity can sink,
but also the ways individuals and
communities resisted that darkness to ‘be
the light’ before, during and after genocide.
Today, we witness increased discrimination and
hatred, but we also see incredible acts of giving and
kindness. As our G2G speakers deliver their talks for

HMD, they will be encouraging
young people to choose to be the
light in the darkness, to speak up
against prejudice, to combat
misinformation and discrimination.
This year G2G will be holding its
own Holocaust Memorial Day event
in January, date to be confirmed.
"Passing the Baton:
Holocaust
Survivors in Conversation with
Second and Third Generations".
Speakers will
include Avital Mendelsohn speaking with her
grandfather, Yisrael Abelesz and Susanna Kester and
Sacha Kester, born Graber. For further information
about the event please click here.
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Speakers' Corner
Read
Recent Posts
The Our
Photograph:
by Noreen Plen
I have a small photograph of my father in army
uniform and decided to find out about it, after reading
“East-West Street” by Phillipe Sands. I sent off a
scanned copy to a researcher in Krakow and was
astonished to receive this reply: “Your father is wearing a
Polish Army Uniform of private. Has he survived in Russia?
If yes, then it must be the Berling Army”.
My father did survive in Russia. He was born
Jochene Bernstein (later known as Jan Berstyn) in
1909 in a town called Mielec in Galicia. I only knew
his place of birth while I was young but subsequently
used a Polish researcher to discover more.
After Ger many
invaded Poland on
Sept 1st 1939, Jan and
his brother David
fled, leaving behind
t h e i r w i v e s, t wo
daughters, father and
two sisters, mistakenly
thinking the Germans
would not harm the
women and elderly.
These family members
were murdered by the
Nazis alongside many others. Jan, David and one
daughter survived.

We Were Lucky: by Gabriel Stein
My mother Marie (11 April 1929 - 16 July 2016) was
born in Lodz in western Poland. Her father was an earnose-and-throat specialist and her mother came from a
family of manufacturers. The family lived a typical
middle-class life.
In 1939, when mother was ten years old, she lost her
childhood forever. World War II broke out, with
Germany invading Poland and defeating the country in
under a month. From then until their liberation more
than five years later, mother constantly lived with the risk
of getting beaten up, killed or sent to a concentration
camp. She remembers that every night she used to fear
that she might have said something that could have
endangered the family and cause them to be killed.
The family spent the war first in
Lodz then from December 1939 to
June 1941 in Warsaw, eventually in
the ghetto, and then back in the
Lodz (Litzmannstadt) ghetto from
June 1941 until liberation in
January 1945.
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PostedLvov
on which
They reached
was under Russian control and
survived there until their arrest
in June 1940. Jan and David
were taken in cattle trucks to
Siberia and were separated, not
knowing the whereabouts of
each other nor the rest of the
family for six years. My father
spent two years as a prisoner in
a labour camp in Siberia.
When the neutrality pact between Russia and
Germany – the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact – broke
down in 1941, the prisoners in Russia were released,
including the Jews. Jan’s whereabouts after that are
unknown. I knew he had stayed in Russia but knew
nothing of the Berling Army. I found they had
helped to liberate Warsaw in 1945. This helped me
understand how my father got from Russia to Warsaw.
Jan was well placed to get a position in the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Communist
Government where he was in charge of the German
prisoners. His antisemitic boss asked him to interview
Hans Frank, the former Nazi under whom nothing
happened in Poland without his authority. My Dad
was given a loaded gun to take into the interview
room and I remember him saying “I looked into his
eyes and he was already dead” and, of course, he did
not shoot.

How did they survive? They
survived for three reasons. First,
because grandfather was a doctor.
This made them return to Lodz when
the ghetto needed physicians. When
the ghetto was being liquidated and
they were already at the station to
board the train to Auschwitz, the
Germans held them back because
they wanted two doctors for the
‘cleaning-up crew’ - Jews to scour the
now empty ghetto for anything the
Germans might want.
Second, because of grandmother’s indomitable will
and determination that they would survive, which gave
them hope that carried them through the war years. And
third, and perhaps most importantly, because of luck.
From time to time they were lucky, either in the help
from others or simply because of circumstances.
After the war, they wanted to go to America, but the US
claimed that the Polish quota was full. Instead, they got
Paraguayan visas, which enabled them to go to Sweden,
where they eventually stayed. There, mother died in 2016,
survived by three children and three grandchildren.
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Focus on 3rd Generation Desendents of Holocaust Survivors
Reflections of a grandchild of a Holocaust Survivor: by Avital Mendelsohn
Kapuvár, a small town in North West Hungary, was
home to my grandfather until the summer of 1944
when he was forced out along with his parents, three
of his five siblings, and the entire Jewish community, to
a ghetto in the neighbouring city of Sopron. After a
few bewildering weeks in the make-shift ghetto,
formerly an outdoor brick factory, my grandfather was
deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. He arrived shortly
after his 14th birthday and his disclosure of this directly
to Mengele was most likely the reason my grandfather
was selected to live. With many miracles and chancehappenings along the way, my dear grandfather was
liberated from Althamer, a small sub camp of
Birkenau, following 24 hours of the infamous death
march, by the Russian army in January 1945.

something he thought
I should pursue. I find
it interesting that he
never explicitly told me
to do it, and when I
questioned him directly
about whether he
wanted me to g et
involved, he answered
that I must do what I
wanted, not because
he, or someone else,
suggests it.

Leivi Saltman Photography

From an early age, I had a distinct interest in my
grandfather’s experience. So much so that my mother
and her siblings identified me as the grandchild that
had been ‘touched’ by it the most. Since this interest
developed, I have focused on the lessons I have learnt
from my grandfather and the active choices he has
made to build his future.

After the war, he returned to his hometown and
was reunited with his siblings, who, like him, had also
survived various traumas. Despite the loss of their
parents and younger brother, the siblings united as a
family unit and focused their attention on developing
their father’s pre-war grocery business and renewing
their community structure. They wanted to create
something positive for the future families they
envisioned.

I am proud to be my grandfather’s granddaughter
and his experience and choices have taught me how to
recognise and identify what is meaningful for a
successful life. Sharing his story is a privilege and the
experience of researching, interviewing, and recording
his life has strengthened our relationship.

After a period of grieving, my grandfather and his
siblings realised that it was a futile exercise and that
they must ‘rise after mourning.’ They wanted to rebuild
their lives and felt that the only suitable revenge after
the Holocaust, was to continue, undefeated and
infinitely stronger.

What’s most special is that it was my grandfather
who spotted the opportunity to get involved with
Generation 2 Generation and hinted to me that it was

Even with the emotional pain and physical
challenge of recounting his story, my grandfather never
refuses to discuss his experience and it’s clear that he
tries to bring an element of humour to his life. With
hindsight, for example, he can comment on the irony
of the Russian liberators requesting food from the
emaciated survivors, to which he shares his timeless
response, ‘so I told them; “Sorry, you have the wrong
address.”’ He does not take himself too seriously, living
with the awareness that he is not directing anything and
that we must relinquish control.
Despite the adversity he has faced, my grandfather
has consistently clung to his belief in positive choice.
This fact has always inspired me and taught me a more
general lesson about the importance of not
compromising on our values. Life is a series of choices
and each choice we make may exclude potential choices
in the future, so we must question our values and
decide if our choices are aligned with them.

As part of its mission to educate people about the Holocaust, Generation 2 Generation is recruiting
students and young professionals who have a relative who survived. If you or someone you know fits
into this category and wants to get involved in our work, please get in touch via our enquiry form for
more information about how you can play a part as one of our Third Generation educators.
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Looking
OutwardThe
- JW3
and JCORE
panelto
session
Black
Matter
Looking
Outward:
Jewish
Response
the Plight
ofLives
the Uyghers
“We must always take sides.
Neutrality helps the oppressor,
never the victim. Silence
encourages the tormentor, never
the tormented". 1 So said Elie
Wiesel in his Nobel prize
acceptance speech.
Stories started to drip out about mistreatment of
the Uyghurs, Turkic Muslim people, living in western
China in late 2017. Information emerged about ‘reeducation camps’ and images of millions of Uyghurs
being transported via train to concentration camps
for growing beards, praying etc where they face
starvation, torture, rape and murder.
China’s declared aim is to wipe them out as a
cultural and religious entity: to "break their lineage,
break their roots, break their connections and break
their origins". 2
How has the Jewish community responded?
“We know the Holocaust and more recent
genocides are remembered for a purpose – to learn
from the past and to take steps towards a more just,
safer world. Remembrance of these difficult periods
should inspire us to action today" says Dr Kate
Ferguson, co-executive director of Protection
Approaches and Olivia Marks-Woldman, chief
executive of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.
"The Holocaust was unique, as all atrocities are. But
there are parallels and patterns that cannot, and must
not, be ignored. The situation in China is abhorrent
and the parallels with Nazi Germany, such as train
deportations and the removal of human hair, seem
stark" Ferguson and Marks-Woldman conclude.

Board of Deputies of
British Jews President Marie
van der Zyl wrote to the
Chinese Ambassador to the
UK in July 2020 urging the
Chinese Government to
release the Uyghur people
and other minorities from all
ethnic and religious oppression.
“Nobody could…fail to notice the similarities
between what is alleged to be happening in the
People’s Republic of China today and what happened
in Nazi Germany 75 years ago: People being forcibly
loaded onto trains; beards of religious men being
trimmed; women being sterilised; and the grim
spectre of concentration camps.”
“Mr Ambassador, we urge China today to release
the Uyghur people and other minorities from all
ethnic and religious oppression; throw open the
doors of the camps to a full and impartial
international investigation; take action against the
perpetrators of any human rights abuses; and ensure
justice for the victims and their families. This must
begin immediately. The world is watching." You can
read the full letter here.
Invoking the Holocaust to encourage action against
another genocide does not devalue its unique nature
but honours the promise, 'Never Again', made to its
victims.
René Cassin (see below) have developed a
campaign to support the Uygher community which
you can read about here.
1. https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1986/wiesel/26054-elie-wiesel-acceptance-speech-1986/
2. https://www.hmd.org.uk/news/what-is-it-with-me-and-the-uyghurs/

Spotlight on René Cassin - The Jewish Human Rights organisation
René Cassin is a British charity which promotes and
protects universal human, rights drawing on Jewish
experiences and values, providing a vehicle through which
Jewish people can speak out about violations.
It is named after René Cassin (1887-1976) a French,
Jewish jurist, law professor and judge, a co-drafter of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and winner of the
Nobel peace prize in 1968.
The charity runs campaigns on a range of human rights
issues. These include protecting human rights in the UK,
modern day slavery and trafficking, tackling hate crime,
asylum and detention, and equal rights for Gypsies, Roma
and Travellers.
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It shines a light on human rights
atrocities and genocides happening
across the world. A recent example is its
campaign on behalf of the Uyghur
Muslims in China.
To mark UN Genocide Day,
December 9th, Generation 2 Generation is delighted to be
collaborating with René Cassin. Mia Hasenson-Gross, the
Executive Director, will be speaking as part of G2G
Presents, on 15 December at 6.30 pm about the work of
René Cassin and how it relates to the aims of G2G. To
register click here.
For more information, visit
www.renecassin.org.

Nationalism, Antisemitism and Covid 19
The UN Security Council’s Counterterrorism Committee
says there’s been a 320 per cent increase in right-wing
terrorism globally in the five years prior to 2020. Recent
terrorist attacks in New Zealand (2019), Germany (2019)
and Norway (2019) are indicators of this trend.

Jews mostly come from
"extreme rightists, ultraconservative Christian circles,
Islamists, and to a minor extent
from the far-left. "

As the world reeled from the Covid-19 global pandemic
in March, the Iranian Ministry of Health decided to hold a
cartoon contest entitled “We Defeat Coronavirus".
Contestants unsurprisingly submitted grotesque antisemitic
images according to the ADL.

"Since the beginning of
March 2020, we have been
receiving disturbing information
on accusations of Jews, Zionists
and Israelis, as individuals and as
a collective, for causing and
spreading the coronavirus," the
report says.

Germany’s top minister for
combatting antisemitism says that
Jews and Israel are the main
targets for internet hate speech
related to Covid-19.

Antisemetic stickers in
Germany, Stand With Us

The Tweet reads:
"Israel was born in
WWII in a fake
holocaust hospital
#Covid 1948"

Public figures in Turkey have
asserted that Jews engineered the
novel coronavirus to acquire world
domination. A Jordanian journalist
said the virus is a consequence of
Jews’ hatred for the entire world.
The annual report on global
anti-Semitism by the Kantor
Center for the Study of
Contemporary European Jewry at
Tel Aviv University has tracked a
global trend of antisemitic hate
speech blaming Jews and Israelis
for the coronavirus. But they stress
that Jews are not the only target of
virus-related conspiracy theories.
Coronavirus-related slurs against

The research references a
number of infamous antisemites
including the former Ku Klux
Klan leader David Duke, who
tweeted that global Jewry and
Zionism conspire to undermine
world economic stability. It also
mentions accusations in Turkey
and Iran that Zionists and
Americans created the virus as a
weapon against the Iranian
people and Muslims.

From, Stand With Us

Flyers circulated in the USA,
Stand With Us

The recently departed Rabbi Lord Sachs spent much of
his last few years campaigning against antisemetism.
Whenever he spoke to non-Jewish audiences he said :
“Jews cannot fight antisemitism alone. The victim cannot
cure the crime. The hated cannot cure the hate.... In the long
run, antisemitism harms those who practise it no less than
those against whom it is practised. Antisemitism is a profound
psychological dysfunction, a disease masquerading as a cure.”
What you can do:
* Educate yourself, your family, and your community about
antisemitism and anti-Asian racism.
*Report hateful content on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
and other social media platforms.
* Carefully document incidents of hate and contact the
Campaign Against Antisemitism .
* Reference the Stand with Us booklet, 10 Things You Can
Do to Fight Antisemitism, for additional ideas.

If you would like to support
our work and help us challenge
discrimination, please consider
a donation.

www.generation2generation.org.uk
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