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Welcome to our first Newsletter!
Generation 2 Generation is happy to present our first newsletter for our speakers and speakers-in-training, 
volunteers and other interested individuals who want to keep abreast of our work and development.  Please feel 
free to share it as appropriate.  Don't forget to ensure that you have registered on our website to receive these and 
other mailings from Generation 2 Generation. Click here to subscribe.  

Our brand-new website was 
launched on Yom Hashoah 
2020 and is now fully live and 
available to use.
 
Our websi te wi l l feature 

resources to help speakers 
research their family history, 
find relevant resources and 
l o c a t e i m a g e s a n d v i d e o 
testimony to support their 
presentat ions. I t wi l l a lso 
p r o v i d e l i n k s t o k e y 
org an i sa t ions f rom whom 
valuable historical information 
is available including photos 
and video footage. 
 
For host organisations we will 

signpost resources to develop 
learning plans to supplement 
our speakers’ presentations 
and provide a simple way to 
get more information or to 
enquire and book speakers.
 

In other exciting news, we have ventured into the 
sometimes murky water of social media, starting with a 
Twitter account!   We are pleased to announce that our 
handle @Gen2GenUK went live at the start of June and 
we are well on our way to our first 100 followers.  If you are 
on Twitter, please do follow us and share our Tweets to 
help us raise our profile.
 

G2G gets Social
follow us on Twitter

G2G Website 
Launched 

www.generation2generation.org.uk

https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/get-involved/keep-in-touch/
http://www.generation2generation.org.uk
http://www.generation2generation.org.uk


 Some of G2G's achievements and recent results                                      

We don’t want to brag, but as a 
charity, it is hugely important for us 
to show our achievements.  We are 
very pleased to say that to date we 
have:

“Thank you for opening our minds 
and sharing your mother's journey 
with us and helping with our 
understanding about the difficulties 
the Jews faced”.

Student, Villiers School, Ealing
 
“ T h a n k y o u f o r s u c h a n 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l   a n d m o v i n g 
presentation. This will have such an 
impact on our student’s understanding 
of these horrific events due to your 
presentation. Thank you again”.

 Teacher, Rosebury School, Epsom

Yom Hashoah 2020 UK was an unusual event held online 
via Zoom.  Once the Covid-19 lockdown got under way, the 
organisers decided to change the plans from a major event in 
North London to an online event.  

The main ceremony in the evening was followed by a full 
day of workshops in which Generation 2 Generation was 
featured. There have been over 1500 views of the Yom 
Hashoah workshop day.

 Anita Peleg, one of G2G's founders, a committee member 
and Chair of the Trustees, presented her talk about her 
mother, Naomi Blake, a survivor of Auschwitz.  Naomi 
Blake, née Zissi Dum, was born in 1924 in Mukacevo, 
Czechoslovakia to a large Jewish family within a thriving 
Jewish population. This all changed under the German-
backed Hungarian regime and by 1944 the Jews had all fled 
or been deported.  You can read more about Naomi’s story 
on our website or click here.

Anita Peleg presents her mother's story at Yom Hashoah UK 2020 via Zoom

Yom Hashoah 2020

  Sign up to receive our news here www.generation2generation.org.uk

G2G is now offering training on presenting online.  With the 
arrival of  Covid 19 we realised the need for our speakers to 
learn the art of  presenting via online platforms.You would be 
forgiven for thinking that a good public speaker can easily adapt 
to presenting online.  But actually, a whole new set of  skills  is 
required.   Body language is an important part of  
communication, especially in public speaking.  But how does 
this work if  only your head is visible in the corner of  the screen 
with your slides dominating the view?   The answer is that you 
need to make a number of  modifications to your speaking 
pattern to compensate. If  you are interested in learning more 
about th i s new course and other tra in ing, emai l 
office@generation2generation.org.uk .

New online training for Speakers
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https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/survivor-presentation-summaries/#Blake
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Read Our Recent Posts                                                  Posted on 

Speakers' Corner  focus on our presenters in their final stage of development
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Presenter : Seymour Kelly
Survivor: Lushka Kelly (nee Klapholz) 
 

Seymour Kelly’s mother, Lushka Kelly, nee Klapholz, 
was born in a small village Raycza  in South Poland in 
1923. She was the middle of five children, and she led an 
Orthodox Jewish life although was well integrated into 
Polish society.

Lushka recalls her experiences on a video made by the 
Spielberg Foundation in 1992. She recounts her 
experiences before the war, the Nazi occupation of her 
village and the forced move to a ghetto in nearby Sucha. 
She then movingly describes the day that she and her 
sisters and brother were separated from her parents and 
youngest brother who were sent to extermination camps.

 The remainder of her wartime experiences were as a 
slave labourer in various spinning and munitions factories 
with her two sisters.  After the war she and her sisters 
returned to Poland where she was reunited with her 
surviving brother. She and her brother came to England 
with other orphaned children in a transport organised by 
Rabbi Schonfield and made a life  in the UK.

Seymour’ s presentat ion 
intersperses Lushka’s own 
tes t imony wi th personal 
memories of his mother. The 
video is combined with family 
photos and more general 
images of the Holocaust, thus 
setting the story against its 
h i s t o r i c a l b a c k g r o u n d . 
Although Lushka’s story is 
traumatic and sad, it conveys a 
positive message of how the 
human spirit cannot be defeated and there is hope even 
in the most difficult circumstances.
 Seymour Kelly has had a varied career in teaching, the 

British Council, where he worked overseas in Africa, and 
in higher education in alumni relations and fundraising. 
He is an active member of Kingston Liberal Synagogue 
and has been a speaker in the Kingston Holocaust 
Memorial workshops for the last three years.

Presenter : Maralyn Turgel
Survivor : Samuel Gardner (9.12.1925 - 6.5.2013)

My father was born Shmuel Yacob Goldberg in 
December 1925 in Piotrkow, Poland where Jews and 
Gentiles lived harmoniously, with little antisemitism until 
1939 when the Nazis invaded Poland. Horrific laws were 
enforced against the Jews and in 1939 his family were 
interned in Piotrkow ghetto, “we had no food: we were all 
starving."

While out working with his father at the glass factory, 
the ghetto was emptied without warning.  His mother, 
sister -16, brother - 3 and the rest of  his family were sent 
to Treblinka and gassed. His grandfather was dragged 
down four flights of  stairs and shot. Nine of  his cousins 
were taken to the local forest and made to dig their own 
graves, then shot and buried in them.

My father and grandfather were transported first to  the 
Hasag Amunitions Factory in Skarzyska Kamienna, then 
in 1943 to Buchenwald, and in 1944 to Shleiben, where 
they were separated, “my father was sent back to 
Buchenwald and shot the day before the war ended.”  

The survivors of  Matthausen were liberated by the 
Americans in 1945 who Dad described as “Angels from 
Heaven.” From there Dad made his way to 
Czechoslovakia to Thereisenstadt, which became a 
displaced persons camp.  Once Dad was well enough 
with the help of  refugee agencies, he made his way back 

to Poland but there was 
not one member of  his 
f a m i l y w h o h a d 
survived.

Because there was no 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
available, Dad said he 
was 14 even though he 
was 5 years older. He 
was so emaciated that it 
was difficult to tell his 
a g e . T h e B r i t i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t h a d 
agreed to take 1000 child refugees but could only find 
732. Dad was one of  them. He arrived in Britain in 
August 1945, as one of  ‘The Boys’ who went to 
recuperate at Windermere.  “I felt like I was in heaven.  
The British people were kind and we were very grateful.”

Dad settled in Manchester, qualified as a tailor, worked 
on market stalls, studied design and built up his own 
manufacturing and wholesale business. In 1950 he 
married my mother, Hannah, and they had two 
daughters, four grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. 



 
What about third generation descendants?

Katie Palmer is a member of the G2G Committee and is responsible for our 3rd generation speakers. 

Katie never met her grandmother, Ursula Adler, 
but from a young age she was intrigued by what she 
could learn from her. The limited facts that her 
father and his sisters were able to share were that 
she was from an Orthodox middle-class family, had 
grown up in Breslau, Germany (now Wroclaw, 
Poland) and had left for the UK on her own, in 
1939.  Ursula last heard from her parents in 1941 
when, sadly, all communication ceased. She 
contacted the Red Cross after the War, but this was 
tragically unsuccessful.

As a naturally curious person with a passion for 
history, Katie always questioned why she didn’t 
know more of  her grandmother’s story. When she 
told her father and his sisters that she wanted to find 
out more about her grandmother’s life, they agreed 
that this was a worthwhile pursuit. 

Ursula’s childhood and youth seemed idyllic; her 
father, Heinrich, was one of  7 siblings and barring a 
few who had moved to Berlin and Mannheim, most 
lived locally in their town. Money was not a concern 
as Heinrich owned a successful business trading in 
expensive teas, coffees and confectionery from 
around the world. However, Ursula’s loving family 
and privileged lifestyle could not protect her from 
the Nazis.

In the summer of  1939, Ursula travelled to the 
UK on a domestic visa – she arrived shortly after 
her childhood friend, Hortense Gordon. She worked 
as a cleaner and Hortense as a cook for the Hunt 
family in Farnham, Surrey. Coincidentally, the Hunt 
family also operated in the tea, coffee and 
confectionery business so it’s possible that this 
connection allowed them to sponsor Ursula’s 

domes t i c v i sa . 
During Katie’s 
r e s e a r c h , s h e 
found out that the 
l a w r e q u i r e d 
d o m e s t i c v i s a 
holders to have a 
U K - b a s e d 
sponsor already in 
place – this makes 
t h e a b o v e 
connection even 
more possible. 

Through persistent research, Katie uncovered the 
awful reality of  what happened to her great-
grandparents, Heinrich and Rosa. Together with 
other members of  Ursula’s extended family, they 
were forced onto a train and deported to the Ninth 
Fort, Kaunas in Lithuania. Three days after arrival, 
on the 29th November 1941, Ursula’s parents, and 4 
c o u s i n s w e r e s h o t b y t h e L i t h u a n i a n 
Einsatzkommando 3 (mobile killing squad) into a 
mass grave, willingly assisted by Lithuanian 
volunteers. This mass shooting was during the early 
days of  Operation Barbarossa. It’s incredibly painful 
to think that Ursula never knew what had happened 
to them and she lived with this void until her death 
in 1980.

Ursula had to move on with her life despite the 
silence from Europe. She moved from Farnham to 
Bradford and joined the Auxiliary Territorial 
Service (ATS). In Spring 1944 she married a British 
soldier, but this marriage was difficult, and they 
divorced shortly after. Rumour has it that Ursula’s 
first husband harboured ill-feeling towards his wife’s 
German Jewish identity, and this caused a painful 
rift in their marriage. Ursula moved to London and 
met Katie’s Grandfather, Robert Palmer, and they 
married on Christmas Eve 1949. 

With Generation 2 Generation’s support, Katie is 
developing the material into an engaging 
presentation so that her research will be forever 
recorded as a testimony to her grandmother, Ursula 
Adler and her family who perished in the Holocaust.
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 Looking Outward - JW3 and JCORE panel session Black Lives Matter

Spotlight on: Second Generation Network

The Second Generation Network is a group of  people living all over the UK, of  all ages and backgrounds, whose parents 
or grandparents were refugees or survivors of  the Holocaust. The Network holds discussion groups and events to consider 
the legacy of  growing up with a family member who was affected by the Holocaust.  There are regional groups outside 
London, including Bristol, Manchester and Merseyside.  

To find out more and/or to join,  please see the website and you can also email info@secondgeneration.org.uk  or visit their 
website www.secondgeneration.org.uk .

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heshcel and Martin Luther King
Courtesy of  the Times of  Israel

In response to the horrific death of George Floyd 
and  resulting  protests  worldwide,  we  ask  what 
should  our  response  be?    As  descendants  of 
Holocaust Survivors, we live with the legacy and 
trauma of unchallenged racism and we know too 
well  how  far  it  can  lead.      G2G’s  core  values 
include a commitment to stand up against racism in 
all its forms. 
 JW3 and JCORE held a virtual panel evening on 

Saturday 6 June to discuss these events and debate 
what sort of response the Jewish community should 
take.
  The  panel  discussion  included  April  Baskin, 

David  Lammy  MP,  Nadine  Batchelor-Hunt,  Sir 
Simon  Woolley  and  Dr  Edie  Friedman.  Many 
interesting points were raised, some of which are 
little-known facts.    For example, were you aware 
that  amongst  Hitler’s  racial  purity  programmes 
there was a forced sterilisation of all black people?  
The  “Rhineland  Bastards”  were  descendants  of 
German  colonial  soldiers  who  had  emigrated  to 
Europe and married German women.   This group 
was discussed as part of "racial purity problems" as 
early as 1933.

  Similarly,  what  do  you  know  about  the 
population  of  Black Jews in  the  UK?    Although 
smaller in size than in other places such as the US 
and Israel, we should not forget this often unheard 
and  overlooked  demographic.       April  Baskin, 
Black and Jewish and Racial  Justice Director for 
the  Jewish  Social  Justice  Roundtable  called  on 
Jews  to  “remember  that  we  are  an  ethnically 
diverse,  multi-racial  people  who  emanated  from 
north Africa and now exist globally."
 The  speakers  asked  the  Jewish  Community  to 

stand  up  in  solidarity  with  Black  people  in  a 
sustained  way.  They  reminded  the  audience  that 
Jews have been part of the fight for Black rights, 
including the very many Jewish lawyers working in 
the civil rights movement, Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel marching with Martin Luther King Jr, and 
the Jewish lawyer who defended Nelson Mandela 
amongst many other examples.
 You  can  watch  the  full  JW3  panel  discussion 

here.
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Above
"Dirty Jew" shouted at anti racism 
protest in Paris, June 13 2020
https://www.timesofisrael.com/protesters-
shout-dirty-jews-at-paris-rally-against-
police-racism/

Above
Graffiti in Hampstead 
and Belsize Park 
December 2019

Above 
Antisemitic graffiti in South London 

ahead of HMD 2020

 www.generation2generation.org.uk

Below
Graffiti in Bailson, 
Yorkshire
January 2020 

Above
Kirkcaldy, July 2013

If  you would like to support our 
work and help us challenge 
discrimination, please consider a 
donation: 
 

Donate 
via G2G

Donate via 
Just Giving

Our Mission

Generation 2 Generation 
ensures that the experiences 
of individual families who 
s u f f e r e d r a c i s m a n d 
discrimination during the 
Holocaust are passed on to 
future generations so that 
they are not forgotten or 
denied. 
Generation 2 Generation 
encourages empathy and 
understanding of others so 
that the lessons of the 
Holocaust are learned.

https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/privacy-policy/
https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/wp-login.php
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/protesters-shout-dirty-jews-at-paris-rally-against-police-racism/
https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/get-involved/donate/
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https://www.justgiving.com/generation2generation
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